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ramadan in this work lays out the basic ideas he stands for in clear and accessible prose
he describes the book as a work of clarification directed at ordinary citizens politicians
journalist and others who are curious or skeptical about his positions aware that that he is
dealing with emotional issues ramadan tries to get past the barriers of prejudice and
misunderstanding to speak directly from the heart to his muslim and non muslim readers
alike

from one of the most prominent intellectuals in the muslim world comes a timely new
introduction to one of the world s most practiced and most misunderstood religions in
frank unapologetic language tariq ramadan walks readers through islam and its principles
rituals diversity and evolution ramadan known for his efforts to reform and change the
understanding of islam in the west avoids ideology and idealism instead attempting to
depict the true meaning of islam for readers who have no previous experience with the
religion the book is therefore focused on defining the basic principles of islam and offering
an overview of the faith s history from its beginnings in prophetic mission to the sunni
shi a schism to the formation of distinct schools of law theology philosophy and mysticism
perhaps the most misinterpreted aspect of islam shariah literally translated as the way that
leads to a source of water receives an entire chapter of attention ramadan explains the
ways in which shariah has been reduced by fundamentalism to a mere criminal code and
expands upon its place in the larger islamic worldview he then confronts some of the
most pressing issues facing muslims today including gender equality religious diversity and
violence both sensitive and accessible introduction to islam is a much needed guide to
understanding the role of islam in the modern world
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tradition and modernity focuses on how christians and muslims connect their traditions to
modernity looking especially at understandings of history changing patterns of authority
and approaches to freedom the volume includes a selection of relevant texts from 19th
and 20th century thinkers from john henry newman to tariq ramadan accompanied by
illuminating commentaries

suspicions about the integration of islam into european cultures have been steadily on the
rise and dramatically so since 9 11 one reason lies in the visibility of anti western islamic
discourses of salafi origin which have monopolized the debate on the true islam not only
among muslims but also in the eyes of the general population across europe these
discourses combined with islamophobic discourses reinforce the so called incompatibility
between the west and islam this book breaks away from this clash between islam and the
west by arguing that european islam is possible it analyzes the contribution that european
islam has made to the formation of an innovative islamic theology that is deeply ethicist
and modern and it clarifies how this constructed european islamic theology is able to
contribute to the various debates that are related to secular liberal democracies of western
europe part i introduces four major projects that defend the idea of european islam from
different disciplines and perspectives politics political theology jurisprudence and
philosophy part ii uses the frameworks from three major philosophers and scholars to
approach the idea of european islam in the context of secular liberal societies british
scholar george hourani moroccan philosopher taha abderrahmane and the american
philosopher john rawls the book shows that the ongoing efforts of european muslim
thinkers to revisit the concept of citizenship and political community can be seen as a
new kind of political theology in opposition to radical forms of islamic thinking in some
muslim majority countries opening a new path for examining islamic thought in and of
europe this book will appeal to students and scholars of islamic studies islam in the west
and political theology

the education provided by canada s faith based schools is a subject of public political and
scholarly controversy as the population becomes more religiously diverse the continued
establishment and support of faith based schools has reignited debates about whether they
should be funded publicly and to what extent they threaten social cohesion these
discussions tend to occur without considering a fundamental question how do faith based
schools envision and enact their educational missions discipline devotion and dissent offers
responses to that question by examining a selection of canada s jewish catholic and
islamic schools the daily reality of these schools is illuminated through essays that address
the aims and practices that characterize these schools how they prepare their students to
become citizens of a multicultural canada and how they respond to dissent in the
classroom the essays in this book reveal that canada s faith based schools sometimes
succeed and sometimes struggle in bridging the demands of the faith and the need to
create participating citizens of a multicultural society discussion surrounding faith based
schools in canada would be enriched by a better understanding of the aims and practices
of these schools and this book provides a gateway to the subject

tariq ramadan presents analysis of the arab spring focusing on the role played by islam in
the uprisings and considering what its position will be in the new societies taking shape

is the muslim world really a seething mass of anti western hatred or is the true situation

more complicated than that in this important and ambitious new work mark levine
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presents a vivid and compelling picture of the human face behind the veil of the axis of
evil and sets out an alternative roadmap for better relations between the west and the
muslim world going beyond the stereotypes and below the media radar this book explains
why contrary to the popular perception they don t hate us or at least not yet

the global movement of culture and religion has brought about a serious challenge to
traditional constitutional secularism this challenge comes in the form of a political and
institutional struggle against secular constitutionalism and a two pronged assault on the
very legitimacy and viability of the concept on the one hand constitutional secularism has
been attacked as inherently hostile rather than neutral toward religion and on the other
hand constitutional secularism has been criticized as inevitably favouring one religion or
set of religions over others the contributors to this book come from a variety of different
disciplines including law anthropology history philosophy and political theory they provide
accounts of and explanations for present predicaments critiques of contemporary
institutional political and cultural arrangements justifications and practices and suggestions
with a view to overcoming or circumventing several of the seemingly intractable or
insurmountable current controversies and deadlocks the book is separated in to five parts
part i provides theoretical perspectives on the present day conflicts between secularism
and religion part ii focuses on the relationship between religion secularism and the public
sphere part iii examines the nexus between religion secularism and women s equality part
iv concentrates on religious perspectives on constraints on and accommodations of religion
within the precincts of the liberal state finally part v zeroes in on conflicts between
religion and secularism in specific contexts namely education and freedom of speech

this book is part of the wider study of islam and the west a history of european mainly
french and english intellectual responses to islam from the seventeenth century onwards it
focuses on the nineteenth century studies on islam and the west have so far tended to be
dominated by non muslim writers this study therefore attempts to put forward a scholarly
muslim point of view on a subject which has acquired increasing importance in our time
relying on primary european and islamic source materials it remains firmly committed to
the notion of fidelity to european thought it paves the way to a constructive dialogue
between equals islam and the west

the strength of the initial revolutionary movements in tunisia egypt libya or syria lay in
not having a specific leadership rather these movements comprised men and women from
different classes backgrounds and religions all coming together in egypt this was very
apparent many came together from a variety of secular leftist and islamist groups there
was no leadership it was clear from the very beginning that these were not islamist
revolutions as some labeled them the islamists in many of these countries joined the
efforts afterwards in fact in the beginning the islamists were very hesitant to become
involved the first to push the islamist movement to participate were the young members
of tunisia s al nahda for the muslim brotherhood in egypt the group s leadership initially
said that they would not be involved but they were then encouraged to do so by the
younger generation within the brotherhood it was quite clear that there was and remains
a fracture concerning strategy whilst the lack of a central leadership brought the initial
movements strength it was to become their weakness why we know now that following
the removal of the dictators it quickly became apparent that there was a lack of vision
and clarity about what the people actually wanted all we know is what they didn t want
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so we are still unsure as to what the future will hold across the board the movements
early strength became their weakness from the secularists to the islamists these pertinent
questions persist what is the future and what do they want these questions must be
applied from the outset in order to understand the strengths and weaknesses of these
movements ultimately the situation is complex with many issues to consider this is where
we are a complex region facing complex challenges with complex dimensions consequently
it pays to be cautious when attempting to predict future developments in muslim majority
countries the current period is quite critical a turning point something has changed and
we can t go back it is now up to the young generation even the islamists my position on
this is quite clear it can t be done by killing or torturing people if someone is dealing
with politics be they secular or islamist it doesn t matter as long as he or she is non
violent and respects the rule of law and the democratic process he or she is entitled to be
involved in the process and be part of the political discussion why because is it good for
all of us it is good for you because there is nothing in islam and this is my position that
says that religion should take over the state it should be about democratic and majority
processes this is islamic

a stimulating collection of interviews on the subject of religion and belief including high
profile names such as richard dawkins rowan williams and jonathan sacks

innocent houses of worship or bulwarks of fundamentalism we all have our own ideas
about mosques and many of those ideas go beyond the domain of architecture in europe
mosques are a central issue in the debates about the integration of muslims and the
potential dangers of islam in recent years such debates have often edged out serious
architectural discussion of european mosques and the domes and minarets of traditional
mosque architecture have come to symbolize this entire field of controversy the aim of
this book is to bring greater depth and nuance to the debate about mosques amongst
others politician frits bolkestein architect wilfried van winden sociologist willem schinkel
theologist philosopher tariq ramadan anthropologist eric roose and ole bouman director of
the netherlands architecture institute share their interdisciplinary perspectives on the
emergence of this new architectural typology and explain its narrow and broad social
impact with a visual presentation of the historical and general features of the mosque
mosguide as well as three intriguing pictorial essays and a range of politically and socially
informed essays and opinion pieces erkocuen budac rethink the meaning of mosques in the
western european context recent mosque designs serve to illustrate how rewarding this

approach can be in social functional and architectural terms book jacket
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